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Dear Fellow Veterans:

PLEASE WeSPOND TO.
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Half a century age this year, the soldiers of the 612th Tank
Destroyer Battalion stood ready to defend freedom on the beaches of
France. This year I had thc honor of attending and participating in
ceremonies in Normandy marking the SO0th anniversary of that D-Day
invasion of Europeé. And, today I have the honor of greeting some of
the toughest American Patriots this country has known - members of

the 612th Battalion.

The battle of Normandy secured for all of us, as Americans, freedom
from tyranny. But that freedom was not won easily -- it took the
sacrifice and dedication of many Americans, including many of you
here today, and many, like Sgt., Ed Sapp, who are here in our
memories. It is my prayer that freedom and peace will be the

everlasting tributes to their memory.

I.salute each of you for your bravery and honor fifty years ago, and

I salute you now on this momentous occasion.
With warmest regards, I am
Sincerely yours,

\

Michael Bilirakis
Memper of Congress
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